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that can guide you to successful placement at university.
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With the new year just around the corner, now is the perfect 
time to be thinking about your study options and pursuing 
your career dreams. 

If you are currently a Year 12 student, it can be reassuring to 
know there are other ways to get into your preferred tertiary 
course. Many universities offer excellent bridging courses or 
preparation programs or you may be able to transfer courses 
at a later date.

If you do not have an ATAR or did not achieve your desired 
ranking, or have chosen not to take the WACE exams, it is 
likely your qualifications from a state training provider will 
make you eligible for a range of exciting courses; in fact, some 
universities partner directly with these institutions, which 
offers a smooth transitional pathway.

Renowned specialised colleges also off er a number of diploma 
courses that can lead towards a university degree.

If you are a mature age student, returning to study or 
seeking a career change, you may be able to put on-
the-job experience or portfolio work towards university 
entry requirements.

As well as universities, there are so many excellent certificate, 
diploma and advanced diploma courses on offer at a range of 
state training organisations, which offer practical learning and 
equip graduates with the skills to excel in the workplace.

Western Australia also has a number of independent 
institutes which cater for a range of career pathways including 
hospitality, tourism, business, beauty and commercial flight.

Whatever your career aspirations may be, you are bound to 
find the perfect course and pathway towards your dream job. 

If you did not get the ATAR you wanted, the UniReady 
Enabling Program can help you qualify for entry into a 
range of Curtin University’s health sciences, humanities 
or Curtin Business School undergraduate courses.

This free program aims to develop your independent 
learning skills and prepare you for university study. It 
is open to Australian and New Zealand citizens and 
permanent residents.

When you complete UniReady, you are able to apply 
for a range of undergraduate courses at Curtin with a 
‘notional’ ATAR of 70. It is not considered an offi  cial 
ATAR score because it is not awarded through WACE, 
but Curtin University will recognise it as meeting the 
minimum entry requirements.

Carly Peters, who is studying a Bachelor of Arts at 
Curtin, said she wouldn’t have considered university 
study if it wasn’t for UniReady.

“Thank you [Curtin] for making this UniReady course so 
enjoyable,” Ms Peters said.

“I honestly loved every part of it and without 
completing this course, I never would have attempted 
a degree course. [Curtin has] helped me take a whole 
new direction in life. I’m very grateful.”

You can study UniReady during fi rst semester 2015 
either online, on-campus or a combination of both, for 
entry into second semester 2015. 

There is also an intensive fi ve-week program off ered 
during January and February which can allow you to 
start your chosen undergraduate course in time for fi rst 
semester 2015. The programs are free of charge.
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Forging an exciting new path Free programs set students on track for success
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Applications are now open. For more 
information on how to apply, visit 
curtin.edu.au/get-uniready.
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Make tomorrow better.

Think uni is out of reach?

Explore our scholarships today.
At Curtin, we believe that university is for everyone, no matter the 

circumstances. That’s why we offer a variety of scholarships that make  

it easier for students of all backgrounds to discover an awesome future.

Apply for a scholarship today at scholarships.curtin.edu.au/needs
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SECURE YOUR ENTRY INTO UNIVERSITY
www.iibt.edu.au  |  chat@iibt.edu.au
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Talk to us

Get a qualification for your 
first year studies

Small personalised classes

Learn the skills needed for 
uni success

Entrance into almost all 
degrees at ECU

Range of scholarships 
available

PROVIDING PATHWAYS INTO 
MORE THAN ONE  

UNIVERSITY
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It had always been Emma Hay’s ambition to go 
to university and study to become a vet, so her 
decision to undertake a school-based traineeship 
with Polytechnic West instead of obtaining an ATAR 
raised some eyebrows.

“A few of my teachers were shocked that I opted 
to steer clear of my ATAR exams and many of them 
told me I wouldn’t be able to get to university 
without it. But I knew that this was the right path 
for me,” Ms Hay, pictured below, said.

Instead, Ms Hay studied veterinary nursing with 
Polytechnic West throughout Year 12, training two-
and-a-half days a week at a local vet hospital and 
studying at school two-and-a-half days.

“I chose to do a traineeship because I felt that 
having some industry knowledge and experience 
behind me would put me in a better position to 
study veterinary science at university,” she said.

“I really enjoyed my traineeship because I was 
getting good insight into working as a vet and was 
exposed to real cases every day of the week.”

Ms Hay’s traineeship with Polytechnic West led to 
her obtaining a place at a local university.

“I did get off ers to start at university this year, but 
I decided to take the year off  and work full-time,” 
she said.

Her training pathway means she will start her animal 
studies degree next year with more than two years’ 
experience working in the veterinary industry. 

“I think all the experience I have will put me a 
step or two ahead of other fi rst-year students,” 
Ms Hay said.

“Many school students are under the impression 
getting an ATAR is the only way into university, but 
vocational training can get you there with the added 
benefi t of work experience in your industry.”

Polytechnic West Managing Director Jill Jamieson 
said Ms Hay’s journey was a terrifi c example of how 
vocational training could open up opportunities for 
further study. 

“In all our qualifi cations we aim to provide seamless 
pathways to help students achieve their goals,” Ms 
Jamieson said.

Polytechnic West has articulation arrangements with 
universities across Perth and Australia, meaning your 
vocational training can lead directly to a university 
degree, often with advanced standing.

Learning on the job 
I chose to do a 

traineeship because 
I felt that having some 

industry knowledge 
and experience behind 
me would put me in a 

better position to study 
veterinary science 

at university.
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MURDOCH 
SCIENCE

#DISCUSSANDDISCOVER

 Do WE 
 WANT A 
 WORLD 
 WITHOUT 
 SHARKS? 
Nature can be dangerous.
But all living things depend 
upon each other. How can we 
fi nd a balance? 

You could combine majors 
in Conservation and Wildlife 
Biology and Marine Science 
to make yourself uniquely 
employable and help the 
world solve this issue. 

The demand is there.
The education is here. 
Discover Science at 
Murdoch University.

To fi nd out more about
our dynamic science 
courses or how to apply
to start in 2015, call
1300 MURDOCH, email 
study@murdoch.edu.au
or visit murdoch.edu.au
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A long-held dream of becoming a novelist 
inspired Janet Curlewis to enrol in a Bachelor of 
Arts (majors: English and creative writing, minor: 
history) at Murdoch University.

Now in her second year of the course, Ms 
Curlewis, pictured below right, has grown to 
love history and intends to undertake a history 
degree after completing her current studies, 
with hopes of working towards a PhD.

“This is a wonderful fact of university: through 
discovery, dreams and goals are able to shift to 
change the path of one’s life,” she said.

Ms Curlewis took an alternative path to tertiary 
studies through Murdoch University’s OnTrack 
program, which suited her requirements as 
a mature age student who had garnered 
signifi cant career experience after working 
full-time across various industries for 33 years. 

“The reason that OnTrack appealed is because 
it is not only completely funded by the Federal 
Government, it is also for an entire semester 
on campus at Murdoch,” Ms Curlewis said.

“I felt the program would give me a more 
comprehensive overview of what university 
learning and the academic community had 
to offer. 

“The opportunity to enrol in the OnTrack 
program came after a life change that meant I 
was in a position to follow a life-long dream of 
studying creative writing at university.”

Ms Curlewis said her involvement in OnTrack 
was absolutely vital to her transition to 
university life. 

“Coming from a non-academic background, 
though I worked full-time for 33 years, meant 
I had to start from scratch with regards to 
all forms of academic discourse, writing and 
presenting,” she said.

“The OnTrack program has all those elements 
and over the 14 weeks of the program, they are 
discussed and put into practice constantly.”

Ms Curlewis said an integral part of the 
program was the unwavering support she 
received from her tutor Associate Professor 
Fay Sudweeks and from all those involved with 
OnTrack.

Her advice to someone hoping to enter 
university via an alternative pathway was 
“don’t hesitate”; for Ms Curlewis it was a life-
changing experience. 

“For those people in similar situations to myself 
and have the dream of university, I would say 
‘take the step’ and fulfi l the dream.”

Pursuit of studies reveals hidden interest
Murdoch University believes everyone 
should have access to a globally-
connected education right here 
in Perth. The university believes 
education is not just about learning in 
your chosen fi eld, but about exploring 
new ways of thinking, discovering 
diff erent perspectives and fi nding 
ways to make a diff erence. 

That is why Murdoch students 
explore the big questions and focus 
on solving universal issues across the 
university’s range of undergraduate 
degrees: bachelor of arts; bachelor 
of business; bachelor of education; 
bachelor of engineering; bachelor of 
laws; bachelor of nursing or a bachelor 
of science.

The university off ers a range of entry 
pathways to assist you to qualify and 
apply for an undergraduate course. 
These entry pathways are tailored 
to take into account your previous 
education, training and experience. 
These include Entry Award and 
Creative Portfolios, Murdoch ATAR 
RISE, Language Other Than English 
Bonus, Vocational Education and 
Training, Special Tertiary Admission 
Test, OnTrack and more.

OnTrack is a free 14-week pre-
university program for people who 

do not qualify for entry through 
other pathways. OnTrack will help 
strengthen your academic skills and 
understanding of university, and 
successful completion of the program 
allows you to commence study in 
the following semester. If you haven’t 
studied or worked in a while or if you 
have experienced a disadvantage that 
has prevented your entry to university, 
the OnTrack program can help you 
achieve success at university.

OnTrack will provide you with:

• A supportive learning environment

•  An understanding of university life 
and study

•  The skills you need to succeed 
at university

•  Stationery and unit materials so you 
will not be out of pocket

•  The opportunity to apply for a 
Murdoch undergraduate degree 
course following successful 
completion of the program.

To fi nd out more about OnTrack, visit 
murdoch.edu.au/goto/ontrack. To 
explore Murdoch’s degrees, check if 
you qualify or for advice on applying 
to university in 2015, head to 
murdoch.edu.au or 
call 1300 MURDOCH.  

Program assists with smooth entry
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This is a wonderful 
fact of university: 
through discovery, 
dreams and goals 

are able to shift to 
change the path 

of one’s life.
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Gaining the skills to succeed
The Portfolio Pathway is just one 
of the innovative and flexible ways 
ECU is attracting students with the 
potential to succeed at university 
who have not followed the typical 
entry pathways.

ECU’s range of University Preparation 
Courses (UniPrep) provide another 
pathway into many undergraduate 
courses for students who don’t have 
an ATAR score.

UniPrep courses provide you with 
the essential skills to succeed in 
your studies, as well as providing an 
introduction to university life at ECU.

Visit reachyourpotential.com.au for 
more information about 
applying to study at ECU.

Perth Glory Women player and Year 2 teacher 
Shannon May was inspired to study teaching 
at Edith Cowan University (ECU) through her 
experience working with children during her 
professional soccer career.

The now 23-year-old gained entry to the 
university via portfolio entry.

“This involved putting together my school 
results from Year 11 and 12 and any certifi cates 
that I had received over my schooling life, that 
is, mathematics awards and work experience 
certifi cates,” Ms May, pictured below, said.

“Once I had sent in my portfolio, I was asked 
to go into ECU for an interview. I showcased 

my portfolio and was asked some questions 
about my goals and expectations from ECU.”

Ms May undertook a Bachelor of Education – 
Kindergarten to Year 7 and is now in her second 
year of teaching at Kensington Primary School.

She said she really enjoyed studying at ECU.

“The facilities, staff  and fellow students all 
made the experience really positive for me,” 
Ms May said.

“At times, juggling playing soccer and studying 
was very tricky as we also travel interstate, 
but ECU was very good at helping me as 
much as possible.

“They allowed me time to catch up on missed 
tutorials and exams.”

One of the highlights of her time at ECU was 
undertaking her prac which Ms May said had 
been highly benefi cial for the start of her career.

Her studies seem to have paid off, with Ms 
May recently receiving a National OfficeMax 
Exceptional Teacher Award.

“I was actually really surprised and 
overwhelmed when I was presented 
the award at a school assembly,” Ms May said.

“I knew I had been nominated by the parents 
of the children in my class, but I never thought 
I would win.

“However it is really nice to be recognised for 
the eff orts I have put in over the fi rst two years 
of my teaching career.”

Ms May said the portfolio entry pathway 
allowed for a smooth transition into university.

“To anyone who is thinking about taking 
the portfolio pathway to enter ECU, I highly 
recommend it,” she said.

“I actually really enjoyed putting my portfolio 
together and the interview was stress-free.”

Soccer star turns the spotlight on teaching

At times, juggling 
playing soccer and 
studying was very 

tricky as we also travel 
interstate, but ECU 

was very good at 
helping me as much 

as possible.
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Do First Year At Central. Finish at Curtin.
With Central UniConnect, you do the fi rst year of the Curtin Commerce Degree in a supportive 
environment with small classes and extra lecturer support, so you’re set up for success when 
you hit Curtin. What’s more, you study in easy to get to Northbridge and leave Central with a 
Diploma of Commerce and guaranteed entry into second year of the Bachelor of Commerce 
at Curtin. It’s a degree, smarter. Find out about our entry requirements today. Apply now at  
central.wa.edu.au
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Canning College
Your Quality Pathway to University

Become one of over 300 students who gain university 

entry each year through a Canning College program. 

The College caters for students who have completed 

compulsory schooling.

Courses on Offer:

•  Flying Start (Year 10)

•  WACE Year 11 and 12

•  Mid Year University Entrance Program

•  STAT Preparation Course

•  Certificate IV

•  Diploma of Commerce

•  Certificate I and II in IT

•  Pathways to Office Employment

• Programs for International Students

Canning College

Marquis St  
Bentley Western Australia 6102

CRICOS Provider Code: 00463B

General Enquiries
Telephone 9351 5600
Email info@canningcollege.wa.edu.au

www.canningcollege.wa.edu.au
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The pathways available to university are almost 
as individual as the students taking the next step 
in their training and education journey. 

For many the most practical means of qualifying 
for university has been through a Challenger 
Institute of Technology course that provides 
skills which lead to employment opportunities, 
as well as advanced standing for tertiary courses.

Challenger Institute has a diverse range of 
advanced standing agreements with Curtin, 
Murdoch and Notre Dame universities and is 
fi nalising new arrangements with Edith 
Cowan University.

On completion of a certifi cate IV or diploma, 
graduates can use their qualifi cation to apply 

for entry to many courses at university. 

Qualifi cations at the diploma level or advanced 
diploma level may also provide credit of up to one 
year advanced standing in a three or four-year 
degree. This can shorten the duration of university 
studies signifi cantly and save students money. 

Speaking after the recent signing of a new 
education agreement with the University of 
Notre Dame Australia, Challenger Institute CEO 
Liz Harris said university access was greatly 
bolstered by such agreements.

Graduates of Challenger’s diplomas and advanced 
diplomas have the opportunity to apply for entry 
into a variety of bachelor degree-level courses 
at Perth universities including arts, commerce, 

communications, community services, education, 
engineering, hospitality, nursing, management, 
maritime studies, science, sport and tourism.

For Challenger’s Aboriginal Student of the Year, 
Kim Edney of Bertram, a Challenger nursing 
qualifi cation is her planned pathway to university. 

As part of the Challenger Institute Diploma 
of Nursing course, Ms Edney, pictured right, 
completed a work placement at Hollywood 
Private Hospital in Nedlands, where she is 
now enrolled in a six-month graduate nursing 
program. Through her educational pursuits she 
gained a comprehensive list of qualifi cations.

“So far I have worked in aged care, mental health 
and medical and surgical nursing and through this 

experience I have narrowed down my chosen 
specialty in nursing,” Ms Edney said.

She said she had a strong desire to help the 
community and her ambition was to further 
her studies at university and specialise in 
rehabilitation nursing.

For the most up-to-date information on what 
courses can lead to a university degree, visit 
Challenger’s website or contact admissions at 
your preferred university to evaluate advanced 
standing on a case-by-case basis.

Work placement helps realise career dream

So far I have 
worked in aged 

care, mental health 
and medical and 
surgical nursing 
and through this 
experience I have 

narrowed down my 
chosen specialty 

in nursing.
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Private colleges are proving a popular 
education option with Australian graduates 
pushing the boundaries in their fi elds and building 
extraordinary careers.

One such graduate is Emma Watson who chose to 
study naturopathy with private education provider 
Endeavour College of Natural Health. Ms Watson 
went on to shake up the tea industry through 
leveraging her natural health education to build her 
booming organic tea business Love chai Love tea. 

Ms Watson, pictured right with partner Damien 
Amos, spent the next seven years building 
a range of 30 organic, fair trade tea blends, 
securing 150 stockists across Australia and a 
thriving online business.

She started creating her business during her second 
year of study after seeing a gap in the tea market.

“I became interested in chai blends and noticed 
most products on the market were heavy black teas 
with lots of sugar and weren’t organic, so I started 
making my own based on naturopathic principles,” 
Ms Watson said.

She has since developed a range of blends, including 
a naturopathic range of teas to help with everything 
from pregnancy, detox and breast feeding, to 
menopause, skin health and sleep.

The response to Ms Watson’s tea range has been 
overwhelmingly positive with a raft of cafes, 
restaurants, gift stores and retail outlets signing 
up as stockists. A major coup came when grocery 
store chain IGA signed up as a stockist followed 
by wholesaler Oborne Health Supplies, which 
sells Love chai Love tea to naturopaths and 
health professionals.

Endeavour College of Natural Health Admissions and 
Marketing Director David Hoey said Ms Watson’s 
journey was one of a series of success stories which 
showed it was worth thinking outside the square 
when choosing a tertiary education provider.

“At Endeavour College we are proud to off er 
Australia’s largest choice of natural health degrees,” 
Mr Hoey said.

“In addition, we see the range of industries 
employing our professionals continue to grow in 
recognition of the way we support our students 
with fi rst-rate teaching staff , quality, nationally-
accredited curriculum and clinical teaching facilities.

“Our people are enjoying successful careers in 
private practice, corporate business, the allied 
health sector, aged care homes, as well as day spas 
and resorts.”

Endeavour College students are eligible to apply 
for the Federal Government FEE-Help tuition 
fee loan program. Endeavour College of Natural 
Health is the largest provider of higher education 
and VET courses in natural health and fitness in 
the southern hemisphere.

Photographer: Arnaud Domange.

For more information or to 
apply visit endeavour.edu.au or 
call 1300 462 887.

Our people are 
enjoying successful 
careers in private 

practice, corporate 
business, the allied 
health sector, aged 

care homes, as well as 
day spas and resorts.
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To University Study in 2015
x

Route 2:  12 Weeks 

Free UniReady
 
Semester 1

Route 1:  5 Weeks 

Free UniReady
 
Intensive Start

Start

Take another route to 

university in 2015.
Even if you don’t think you have the marks or qualifications, there’s always another way to get into 

university. Here’s how easy it is with UniReady:

FREE 5 week intensive course allows you to take up uni in Semester 1, OR

FREE 12 week course with online study options allows you to take up uni in Semester 2.

When you successfully complete UniReady, you qualify for entry into a range of Curtin courses.

Follow a different route to uni. Visit curtin.edu.au/get-uniready
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A specialist in adult education, Tuart College offers a range of 
programs at its Tuart Hill campus that can assist students in 
gaining entrance to university.

One of these programs is the Certificate IV in Academic 
Preparation Studies. Successful completion of the certificate IV 
program enables students to apply for some courses at Curtin 
University, Edith Cowan University, Murdoch University and Notre 
Dame University.

Tuart College also offers a range of Western Australian Certificate 
of Education courses via day classes or open learning and Special 
Tertiary Admissions Test (STAT) preparation courses.

Zarghuna Hussaini, Linda Paull and John Scibilia have all chosen 
to undertake the Certificate IV in Academic Preparation Studies 
and have found it to be an extremely beneficial course, offering 
improved job prospects, a different pathway to university and a 
whole world of exciting possibilities. 

Minji Song, 26, fell in love with Australia after 
a holiday here in 2006. After completing high 
school in South Korea, Ms Song studied dental 
nursing before embarking on her Australian 
adventure and is now proud to call Perth home.

As a mature age student with no family 
support in a new country, Ms Song thought 
dreams of a university education and career 
change would be impossible. This was until 
she started researching pathway providers 
to Western Australian universities and 
came across the IIBT Diploma of Business 
Administration and the array of scholarships 
available to her.

Through research and communication with 
IIBT representatives it became apparent 
to Ms Song that the IIBT diploma was 
specifically designed to get students directly 
into second-year university and a range of 
different degree options. 

“One phone call [to IIBT] and I was set for 
a meeting with the Academic Director 
Kirsten, who helped me realise that with 
IIBT my dream of university could become 
a reality,” Ms Song said.

Upon commencing the course, the strong 
support from her lecturers and student 
services enabled Ms Song to change her 
study option to ‘Fast track’ allowing her 
to finish her diploma and obtain entrance 
to Curtin University and Edith Cowan 
University in just eight months, all while 
continuing to work her part-time jobs and 
enjoy a social life. 

“Since starting [the course] I have found I can 
actually do it,” Ms Song said.

“I am getting great marks which would not be 
possible without the amazing support from 
my lecturers and the Student Service team.

“I love that I can fast-track my studies and 
that I will end up with two qualifications 
when I graduate.”

There is a range of scholarships available 
for the IIBT Diploma of Business 
Administration including the Women’s, 
Indigenous, Financial Support, Fred 
Emery Academic Achievement (for 
ATAR students) and the Frank Pyke 
General Achievement (non ATAR 
students) Scholarships. 

Ms Song found she was able to 
apply for more than one, and 
was awarded the IIBT Woman’s 
Scholarship, which covered 
25 per cent of her total 
course costs. Not only was 
the diploma more aff ordable 
than fi rst-year studies at 
university, it gave Ms Song 
the confi dence to take 
charge of her studies and 
learn the skills needed for 
university success.

Applications for Diploma of 
Business Administration 2015 
trimester 1 are now open. 
Course and scholarship 
information is available from 
iibt.edu.au or by calling 
6180 2188. Scholarships 
for trimester 1 close 
mid-December.

On the fast-track towards career success Preparation courses on off er

Zarghuna Hussaini
Originally undertaking a retail certificate 
through Hungry Jacks, Ms Hussaini found 
out about Tuart College from her sister and 
friends. She said she liked everything about 
the certificate IV, especially the supportive 
teachers. Ms Hussaini plans to study 
international relations at Curtin University in 
the future.

Linda Paull
Ms Paull was working in a physical, labour-
intensive job and realised she wanted a change 
and that education was the way to do it. She 
also sought to set an example and be a role 
model for her children, especially with regards to 
time management and commitment.

Ms Paull said education had opened up the 
world for her and encouraged her to think. She 
said completing her Certifi cate IV in Academic 
Preparation Studies would provide her with 
better job opportunities and/or study options. 
She hopes to one day work in health and safety.

John (Giovambatista) Scibilia
Mr Scibilia attended school in 2012, worked 
in 2013 and then decided to study at Tuart in 
2014 because he believed it would open doors 
to so many opportunities that were more 
important than just “working to get by”.

He said he liked the certificate IV because it 
taught organisation and life skills. Mr Scibilia 
plans to go to university in 2015 with the 
intention to study teaching.
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Challenger Institute of Technology... 
where there’s a career for everyone

Challenger’s courses provide skills that lead to employment opportunities  
as well as advanced standing for tertiary courses ... choose your own path. 
Applications for 2015 now open.

call: 1800 001 001   email: info@challenger.wa.edu.au   web: challenger.wa.edu.au
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After graduating high school Alysha Black 
was unsure of what she wanted to do next.

“I didn’t complete TEE in Year 12 as I did 
INSTEP instead,” 22-year-old Ms Black said.

Ms Black originally enrolled at university and 
completed a bridging course before realising 
she wasn’t ready to continue her studies.

“I had a two-year break and decided I was 
interested in pathology and found Central 
had a course available,” she said.

Ms Black, who completed a Certificate 
IV in Laboratory Techniques at Central 
Institute of Technology, said the lectures 
were a highlight.

“[The lecturers] always gave their time to 
help with any question or concepts you 
didn’t understand and gave strong feedback 
after tests and assignments,” she said.

“Another aspect was the practical tasks for 
each class. I’m a practical learner and found 
this a very good approach.”

After completing her qualifi cation at Central, 
Ms Black sought to progress her studies 
further and is now in her fi rst year of 
studying a Bachelor of Laboratory Medicine 
at Curtin University, after enrolling as a 
mature age student.

Ms Black said her studies at Central had 
been invaluable.

“I’m very grateful that I enrolled into a 
certifi cate IV at Central. The skills and 
knowledge I have learnt have helped me in 
fi rst year at Curtin in regards to human biology 
and especially chemistry,” she said.

Ms Black advised students looking to further 
their studies to do their research and really 
think about what areas they were interested in.

Perth artist David Brophy explored 
several course options before choosing 
to study at Central Institute of 
Technology, attributing his choice to the 
institute’s practical reputation.

His decision to undertake an Advanced 
Diploma of Visual Art and Contemporary 
Craft proved a wise one; Mr Brophy 
has since gone on to study at Curtin 
University and is forging an exciting 
career in the industry.

“One of the reasons I chose Central is 
because of its relationship with Curtin 
University which enables visual art 
graduates to be accredited for their 
studies at Central. Curtin representatives 
came and discussed these opportunities 
with us in our fi nal term of study and 
both Central and Curtin facilitated the 
crossover for university students,” Mr 
Brophy said.

He said he felt adequately prepared 
for university after leaving Central, 
having developed a strong foundation in 
conceptual aspects and a confi dence in 
his practical abilities.

“Studying at Central enabled me 
to explore a wide range of artistic 
disciplines with a strong focus on 
practical skills. I left Central specialising 

in areas that I had not considered prior to 
my time there,” Mr Brophy said.

The 32-year-old has had several exciting 
art opportunities during his studies, 
including being chosen to exhibit at 
Sculpture by the Sea in Cottesloe and SXS 
Bondi in 2013.

Central also nominated Mr Brophy for the 
Hatched exhibition, which saw him display 
his work at PICA earlier this year.

“Hatched is a great opportunity for any 
recent graduate to show in a nationally-
renowned exhibition and institution,” 
he said.

Mr Brophy is currently working on his 
fi rst public artwork commission for the 
Leederville Central campus, which he 
expects will be installed by the end of 
the year.

“This project was made possible through 
a public art unit I completed in my fi nal 
year at Central with Tony Jones,” he said.

Mr Brophy said he would recommend 
Central to anyone considering an artistic 
career.

“The staff  and facilities are exceptional 
and it off ers a solid platform for 
university studies.”

Practical approach key for student learning

Study assists in fuelling creative spirit

Studying at Central 
enabled me to 
explore a wide 

range of artistic 
disciplines with 

a strong focus on 
practical skills.
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COURSES:

• WACE for University or TAFE entry

• Bridging Programs
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There are so many opportunities to work in 
the beauty industry, both within Australia 
and overseas. 

Qualifi ed professionals may fi nd their skills in 
demand in an array of settings including salons 
and day spas, within resorts, aboard cruise 
ships and for events and editorial and fashion 
shoots. Or they may choose the freedom of 
being a freelance artist or realise the dream of 
opening their own salon.

Attaining a qualifi cation in the beauty industry 
can lead to exciting and rewarding pathways 
spanning makeup, hairdressing, massage, 
skincare and facial treatments and nails. 

The WA Academy is a registered training 
organisation in Bentley which off ers 
certifi cate and diploma qualifi cations, as 
well as short courses, one-day intensives, 
workshops and events.

Courses cater to a range of interests and also 
cover specialist areas such as lashes and brows, 
waxing and salon management. Classes are 
designed to fi t in with students’ lifestyles and 
are taught during the week, on weeknights and 
weekends and students can opt to study on a 
full-time or part-time basis.

Lessons are taught in state-of-the-art 
facilities with small class sizes of up to 16 
students enabling one-on-one training. The 
environment is fun and inclusive, so students 
can join a course without feeling intimidated, 
even if they have no previous experience in 
their area, making it the perfect place to learn 
for those seeking a career change or to build 
on existing skills.

The academy uses renowned brands including 
Redken, GHD, Napoleon Perdis, Dermalogica, 
CND and Wella with classes taught by 
passionate professionals at the forefront of 
their fi eld.

Range of beauty courses in top facilities 

A career as a commercial pilot 
is undoubtedly one of the most 
exciting and rewarding professions 
available and one that many young 
people are attracted to from an 
early age. Until recently, fl ying 
training has fallen outside the formal 
tertiary education system, resulting 
in it also being one of the more 
expensive career options, costing 
up to $100,000 and out of reach for 
many aspiring aviators. And while a 
number of the world’s larger airlines 
provide sponsorships via their cadet 
pilot training schemes, the privately-
sponsored sector has to fund these 
costs itself, often using personal 
bank loans. 

More recent developments have 
made the career more attractive 
and aff ordable. Commercial pilot 
licences and the associated advanced 
operational ratings such as instrument 
and fl ight instructor ratings have 
gained formal tertiary educational 
recognition and a number of 
Australian universities off er these 
as part of a three-year Bachelor 
of Aviation degree with various 
government loans available to cover 
the tuition fees. These qualifi cations 
generally prepare the student for 
participation in the industry more 
broadly, for example management and 
other non-fl ying roles. 

For those not wanting to do a three-
year degree but rather focus more 
specifi cally on a piloting qualifi cation 
that will allow them to enter the 
industry as soon as possible, a 
limited number of registered training 
organisations (RTO) now provide pilot 
qualifi cations at certifi cate IV level 

(commercial pilot licence) as well as at 
diploma level (instrument and fl ight 
instructor ratings). 

Southern Aviation is an RTO based 
in Bunbury which, through its pilot 
training division Bunbury Flying 
School, is authorised to conduct 
training for the issue of a Diploma 
of Aviation (instrument fl ight 
operations) – course AVI50408. The 
school is approved under the Higher 
Education Support Act 2003 to 
off er VET FEE-HELP loans to eligible 
students for this course. VET FEE-
HELP is an Australian Government 
loan scheme that assists eligible 
students to pay their tuition fees for 
higher-level VET courses undertaken 
at an approved provider. 

The benefi t to the school’s clients is 
substantial, as they have to self-fund 
only a relatively small part of the 
costs needed to attain a commercial 
pilot licence with a multi-engine 
instrument rating.

Since its founding in 2002, the 
school has established a reputation 
for providing a high-quality service 
at affordable rates. It uses a fleet 
of Cessna C152 and C172 single-
engine aeroplanes for basic and 
intermediate training and a P68C 
Vulcan Air for advanced multi-engine 
training. A Frasca 141 simulator used 
for synthetic training is soon to be 
replaced by a new state-of-the-art 
full motion simulator with multi-crew 
training capacity. 

For information on pilot training 
courses and VET FEE-HELP, contact 
Bunbury Flying School on 9725 4145 or 
visit bunburyfl yingschool.com.

Taking to the skies easier with school

For more information about 
the courses or to enrol, visit 
waacademy.com or 
call 9356 2269. 

High praise for fi rst-class learning
Past academy students said the courses 
were enjoyable and taught in a fun learning 
environment, which enabled them to graduate 
equipped with the skills to feel industry-ready.

“What I like most about training at WA 
Academy is what it has done for me since 
completing my courses. I am now doing hair 
and makeup for weddings and all occasions. 
A career change was the best thing I have 
ever done. I couldn’t be happier right now.”

– Sarah B

“What I like most about training at WA 
Academy is the friendly atmosphere, fantastic 
training and helpful tips provided by the 
trainers. It really does make it so much easier 
to learn and it’s such a great feeling when you 
master something new.”

 – Jenna V

Attaining a 
qualifi cation in the 

beauty industry can 
lead to exciting and 
rewarding pathways 
spanning makeup, 

hairdressing, massage, 
skincare and facial 

treatments and nails.
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In an environment where there seems to be an abundance of diff erent pathways 
to university, Canning College prides itself on off ering students an educational 
background which will ensure tertiary success.

The college has a mix of local and international students and, as a result, off ers a 
range of programs to cater for a variety of student needs and aspirations.

Students achieve career aspirations

 Megan Duong
After migrating to Australia from 
Vietnam nine years ago, Megan 
Duong found the Vietnamese 
and Australian education 
systems to be very diff erent. 

“Having left Vietnam before I 
fi nished Year 12 it was not easy 
for me to enrol into university,” 
Ms Duong said.

“Unlike Australian students, I did 
not have an ATAR. I looked at 
the diff erent options and found 
Canning College off ered me 
what I was looking for.”

Ms Duong chose to enrol in the 
college’s Diploma of Commerce, 
which is equivalent to the fi rst 
year of university. 

She said Canning College 
off ered an extremely supportive 
environment to learn in. 

“The lecturers and the staff  
were very helpful and friendly 
and I enjoyed studying in such 
a welcoming environment,” Ms 
Duong said.

“My experience at the college 
and the friends I have made will 
last a lifetime.” 

Ryan Connery
Ryan Connery joined Canning 
College in 2011 during 
the mid-year intake and 
embarked on the Flying Start 
and Bridging programs. 

“I had absolutely no experience 
with chemistry or physics and 
I still did not know my times 
tables, despite being 20 years 
old, so maths was my worst 
enemy,” Mr Connery said.

“Nevertheless, I chose to study 
these subjects because I knew I 
had to change my life around.”

After graduating from high 
school in 2008 without an ATAR, 
Mr Connery had been working 
in retail for a few years but did 
not enjoy it. 

“I felt like I could do more with 
my life and I knew I couldn’t 
continue working in a role that 
didn’t bring me joy, so I quit my 
job,” he said.

“I spent a few months 
after that unemployed and 
somewhat depressed as I had a 
lack of direction.”

Mr Connery made the decision 
to return to school because he 
sought to challenge himself but 
had always considered university 
to be out of his league. 

Two of the college’s past students could not have come 
from more diverse backgrounds. Nevertheless, each 
excelled in their chosen program and both are now 
enjoying success at university. Here are their stories:

Ms Duong said she found 
one of the best aspects of 
Canning College to be the 
small class sizes. 

“As one of a number of 
students from overseas, we had 
the opportunity to talk and 
discuss material in our classes 
which greatly assisted our 
understanding,” she said.

It was an environment that 
allowed Ms Duong to excel 
and fulfi ll her potential, 
resulting in her being awarded 
an Outstanding Academic 
Achievement award from 
the college’s partner, Curtin 
University. 

“The college did not only 
support me through my studies, 
it also acknowledged my 
achievements and hard work,” 
she said.

Ms Duong said she was very 
proud to be a graduate of 
Canning College.

“It was a lifetime experience 
that I will bring with me for the 
rest of my journey.”

“Canning College was my fi rst 
choice as I had heard nothing 
but excellent reviews from many 
of the dentists my mum works 
with who had previously studied 
there,” he said.

“Since studying at Canning 
College I have acquired an 
ATAR for university entry, 
contributed to both of my 
graduation ceremonies as an 
MC and valedictorian, served 
on the student council, made 
numerous new friends and even 
met my girlfriend. 

“An education is merely one of 
the many great opportunities 
that are available to you at 
Canning College.”

Mr Connery is currently studying 
a double major in biomedical 
science and microbiology at The 
University of Western Australia 
and hopes to study postgraduate 
medicine upon completing his 
degrees with the aspiration to 
one day become a doctor.

“None of my achievements or 
aspirations would have been 
possible without the help of 
Canning College,” he said.

“I truly owe my future to this 
wonderful place.”

An education is 
merely one of 

the many great 
opportunities that 
are available to you 
at Canning College.
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• University bridging courses
• Hands-on practical learning
• Perth CBD Location
• Internships & Employment Opportunities
• Financial Assistance available 

IT            Business            English

www.aict.wa.ed.au

To fi nd out more call
9382 9000 or visit
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DIPLOMA OF 
AVIATION

(INSTRUMENT FLIGHT 
OPERATIONS)

COURSE CODE: AVI50408

This course meets the requirements 
for the issue of a CASA Instrument 
Rating (Multi-Engine Aeroplane)

BUNBURY FLYING SCHOOL
PROFESSIONAL FLIGHT TRAINING IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA | BUNBURY AIRPORT

(08) 9725 4145 | info@bunburyfl yingschool.com
www.bunburyfl yingschool.com

SOUTHERN AVIATION, based at Bunbury Airport, Western Australia provides high quality, 
cost eff ective pilot training. Whether your aspiration is to become a private or a commercial 
pilot, call or visit Southern Aviation today….
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The possibilities in information 
technology are limitless, so why should 
there be a roadblock in your career if 
university wasn’t the fi rst step towards 
your goals? The Australian Institute of 
Commerce and Technology (AICT) will 
help you get to where you want to be, 
providing a hands-on, practical approach 
of learning. 

There are multiple pathways to take with 
AICT to make your journey into university, 
ranging from fi rst-year entry, shortcutting 
into second year or even a continued 
journey, completing the last six months of 
university in a paid work placement.

Jasmine Kapoor chose AICT to take an 
alternative route into university.

“If you are genuine in wanting to study 
with a hands-on approach prior to going 
into university, this place is worth it,” Ms 
Kapoor said.

“I enrolled myself in Certifi cate IV in 
Information Technology Networking and 
I still remember when I started I was very 
nervous, but the students, staff , and the 
trainer especially, gave me the confi dence 
I needed and taught me to aim high and 
never give up,” she said.

Ms Kapoor then enrolled in the Diploma of 
Information Technology Networking and 
upon completing the course, undertook an 
internship provided by AICT to gain real-world 
experience. She then progressed to study 
computer science at university.

Like Ms Kapoor, many students at AICT have 
aspirations to move on to university and 
further their studies in either information 
technology or business. 

No matter what journey is chosen, the staff  at 
AICT are always willing to help wherever they 
can and act as a source of guidance to steer 
you in the right direction to achieve your goals.

The institute has a range of certifi cate IV 
courses to begin your pathway towards 
university; whether it be a certifi cate IV in 
management, marketing, small business or 
networking, your options will grow. 

Similar to Ms Kapoor, you can move on 
to study a diploma or even an advanced 
diploma and jump into the second year of 
a related course, or alternatively use the 
certifi cate IV to gain entry into the fi rst year 
of similar courses. 

To back it up, internships are combined 
with some courses to provide real-world 
experience which can be applied to your 
further studies at university and give you the 
advantage of industry knowledge.

Guidance from teachers an important aspect of students’ learning
If you are genuine 

in wanting to study 
with a hands-on 
approach prior 

to going into 
university, this 

place is worth it.
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THE 
OPPORTUNITY

ECU presents alternative entry pathways, Portfolio Entry and UniPrep.

School leavers should submit Portfolio applications by November 29 to be 

considered for main round off ers. For everyone else, applications for UniPrep 

Summer School are also due November 29. Completion of this course 

qualifi es you for a range of bachelor’s degrees in Semester 1, 2015. 

With The Opportunity you can take control of your future. 

That’s how university should be.
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The future is yours, 
with alternative pathways.
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GRADUATE SATISFACTION AND 

GRADUATE STARTING SALARY
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